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Analysis of the book ""Guest of These Gentlemen" by Mahmoud Etemadzadeh with a social and
cultural semiotic approach

Seyedeh Zeinab Pourmir®, Nahid Akbari*', Hesam Ziaee"

Abstract

The novel is a suitable medium for representing social and cultural events, and semiotics emerges to
reveal the implicit and hidden layers of the story to the audience. "Guest of These Gentlemen", the prison
memoirs of Mahmoud Etemadzadeh (Y 4Y¢-Y +11), reflects the political, social, and cultural conditions of
the Pahlavi era. This approach can analyze and examine the diversity of social and cultural signs and the
ways in which they are represented in the narrative space. In this research, we aim to use a qualitative and
analytical method, based on library resources, and examine the concepts of self and other in the cultural
semiotics approach, as well as the two components of identity and etiquette in the social semiotics approach,
in order to analyze social concerns, especially the problems and sufferings of prisoners, the welfare
deficiencies of prisons, and the recognition of the author's personality and other prisoners and prison factors
in the Pahlavi era.

The research findings show that cultural signs represent the position of self and other. The identity
component, such as place, reflects the author's anxiety in a different environment, and the sign of religion
represents the author's ideology. The components of etiquette are manifested in the form of tone and
mannerisms, reflecting the social relations among prisoners, while food expresses the prevailing class
differences in society.

Keyword: Guests of these gentlemen, cultural semantics, social semiotics, identity signs, signal signs
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