S

Faculty of Social Sciences

ISSN: 2538-5046
E- ISSN: 2980-8685

Sociology of Art and Literature (JSAL)
Home page: http://jsal.ut.ac.ir

Decorative Arts in the Rituals of Celebration and Mourning among the

Bakhtiari Tribe

Meysam Yazdi'"' | Samira Mehri Dehnou®™

1. Assistant Professor, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. Email: Mayyazdi@gmail.com
2. *Corresponding Author, M.A. Graduate in Art Research, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: samiramehridehnou@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 24 April 2025

Received in revised form 17
November 2025

Accepted 03 December 2025

Availble online 31 August
2026

Keywords:

Bakhtiari tribe, decorative arts,
celebratory and  mourning
rituals, anthropology of art,
cultural aesthetics.

This research, conducted with the aim of examining decorative arts in the celebration and
mourning rituals of the Bakhtiari tribe, employed a qualitative, field-based descriptive
method with an art anthropology approach. In this study, semiotic, functionalist, and
historical-cultural analytical frameworks were utilized to uncover the profound meanings of
symbols and decorative motifs. The required data were collected through interviews with 20
members of the Bakhtiari tribe in four different cities (Dezful, Sardasht, Choghamish, and
Izeh). The findings indicate that decorative arts within Bakhtiari celebration and mourning
rituals reflect the tribe’s everyday life, aspirations, spiritual worldview, and traditional
beliefs, expressed through elements such as traditional attire, clothing adornments, local
motifs, and ceremonial objects. These arts not only serve practical functions but also carry
deep symbolic meanings that reflect the tribe’s relationship with nature, religious beliefs, and
social structure. It was further revealed that these rituals, as profound manifestations of
cultural values and collective beliefs, play a fundamental role in preserving and transmitting
the social identity of the Bakhtiari tribe. Emphasizing the significance of studying decorative
arts as reflections of a people’s civilization and culture, this research underscores the
necessity of systematic documentation and study of these rituals, particularly amid social and
cultural transformations affecting the continuity of the deep-rooted culture of the Bakhtiari
tribe.
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