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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Ilumination is one of the traditional arts of Iran; therefore, explaining the nature of this art
Research Article through the application of sociological approaches can clarify some of neglected aspects of its
production. One of the approaches that deals with the production of artworks is Howard
Becker's production system, presented in his book Art Worlds. Howard Becker presents a
sociological account of how art production is a collective enterprise that involves various
Article history: people occupying different roles and positions. The question of the upcoming Thesis is how
Received: 2024/01/20 the sociological formation of the production system of gilded works in the city of Isfahan
Received in revised:2024/05/15 occurs, and the aim of this article is provide a sociological explanation for the production
Accepted: 2025/07/21 system of illumination works in the city of Isfahan based on Becker's approach. The current
Availble online 31 August research is qualitative. The method of data collection was field-based and was conducted

2026 using semi-structured interviews. For data analysis, the thematic analysis method and Atlas.ti
software were used. The interviewees were selected from among illumination practitioners in
Isfahan, including 13 people. According to the results, it was concluded that illumination is

Keywords: produced, like any other artwork, within the framework of labor division system, in which
Illumination, sociology of art,

Howard S. Becker, Isfahan, . .
. actions and reactions.
Production system.

everyone’s job description is defined based on certain patterns and in the form of collective
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