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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: Immigration often causes individuals to distance themselves from their national

Research Article identity and encounter new cultural environments in the host country. As a result,

Avrticle history: immigrants attempt to construct a new sense of self and eventually develop an intermediate

Received 3 January 2023 or transnational identity. This process is particularly challenging for Eastern immigrants

Received in revised form 15 moving to Western societies due to cultural differences, stereotypical representations, and

August 2023 unequal power relations. This study aims to examine the formation of transnational identity
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Available in the works of Firoozeh Dumas and Jhumpa Lahiri from a postcolonial perspective.
Method: This research employs a comparative literary approach based on library research
and analytical methods. Selected works by Jhumpa Lahiri and Firoozeh Dumas were

Keywords: analyzed through the lens of postcolonial criticism and transnational identity, drawing on the

Eastern Immigrants theoretical perspectives of Homi K. Bhabha and Edward Said. The study focuses on the ways

Firoozeh Dumas in which immigrant characters negotiate cultural differences and construct new identities

Jhumpa Lahiri within Western societies.

Postcolonial Criticism

. > Results: The findings reveal that the fictional characters created by both authors ultimately
Transnational Identity

develop a transnational identity. In confronting the challenges of migration from East to
West and adapting to new social and cultural environments, immigrants share similar
experiences in various aspects of life, including marriage, customs, and belief systems.
However, notable differences can be observed in the authors’ perspectives. Dumas presents
a more authentic and detailed portrayal of the homeland, largely due to her direct lived
experience in Iran, whereas Lahiri’s representation of India is shaped by inherited cultural
memory rather than personal experience.

Conclusions: The study concludes that transnational identity emerges as an inevitable
outcome of the immigrant experience in the works of both authors. Findings also show that,
while the immigrant characters of both authors undergo similar experiences in the process of
adapting to new social and cultural conditions, differences in the authors’ personal
experiences influence their representations of the homeland. Dumas’s direct experience of
Iran and Lahiri’s inherited cultural memory of India result in different representations of
homeland and belonging.
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