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The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is the most widely watched fictional narrative in
the history of cinema .Marvel’s superhero films also have a large audience in Iran.
Understanding these audiences is important because, unlike in the past, cinema audiences
are no longer considered entirely passive, and their behavior is now studied within the
tradition of audience analysis.

Therefore, this research was designed to study Iranian audiences of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe and understand their consumption behavior. In analyzing these
audiences, theories such as Stuart Hall’s encoding/decoding model in audience studies,
Victoria Alexander’s consumption studies, and the concept of productive consumption
were utilized.

For this purpose, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 21 young female
audiences of Marvel Cinematic Universe who were selected using the snowball sampling
method. Through thematic analysis of their statements, four key themes emerged:
reasons for watching the films, ways of consuming the films, the effects of the films on
audiences, and audience critiques of the films.

The findings indicate that Iranian audiences generally engage actively with these films,
interpret them differently based on their personal characteristics and the Iranian cultural
context, exhibit various types of decoding—including oppositional decoding—and
demonstrate productive consumption behaviors.
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