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It is essential to study the background to the creation of artworks during the llkhanid
period, with particular attention to the social developments and the role of artistic
patrons. The artworks of this era enjoy considerable prestige, which reflects the
substantial financial backing from patrons. This support encompassed the provision of
necessary materials, education, the establishment of art institutions in appropriate
venues, and the systematic organisation and division of labour to achieve the patrons'
desired standards of quality. These factors collectively contributed to the formation of
the Ilkhani school.

This study adopts a sociological approach to art and artists, examining areas such as the
establishment of art institutions, the participation of artists from diverse cultural
backgrounds, educational practices, the division of labour, the expectations of patrons and
commissioners, the allocation of financial resources to artists, and the evolving social status
of artists.

The main question is: How did the invitation of Buddhist and Christian painters and
support for art related to these cultures led to cultural exchange between them and
Iranians within one organisation? The aim of the study is to analyze the conditions that
enabled processes of cultural exchange and visual transfer to examine artworks that
emerged under the influence of Far Eastern Buddhist, Christian, Baghdadi and Iranian art
and were presented alongside one another. The study also seeks to determine which
artistic style came to dominate as a result of the patron’s taste and commissions, and
what outcomes emerged from the interaction of these cultures and artistic traditions?

The research methodology is analytical and comparative, employing both library and
digital sources. Settling in designated locations could have facilitated education and
peaceful coexistence between painters from different cultures.

On the one hand, due to the aesthetic sense and artistic taste of the Ilkhanids, the dominant
pattern and style were very much in favour of Khatai painting. Here, Khatai (Khita'i)
painting refers here to the painting tradition associated with Khita'i (Cathay) and its artists,
rather than to the khata'i ornamental motif commonly used in Persianate art. In the first
illustrated works of this period, elements of Buddhist and Christian painting and art were
repeated. The emergence of Islamic culture, history, and values with the Islamization of the
llkhanid kings from Ghazan onwards influenced illustration, and painters initially used
Buddhist and Christian painting styles to reflect especially religious, Islamic, and Iranian
themes. However, gradually, despite the use of similar patterns, Khatai artists tried to make
changes in the use of known elements to depict Islamic sacredness, and by familiarising
themselves with and learning about Islamic culture, they became creative in creating
Islamic characters and expressing them in their paintings; this indicates the realisation of
cultural exchange. In addition to cultural exchange, the exchange of scientific and technical
information in the field of paper and paint production is also one of the achievements of
this period.

Works that reflect Iranian portraiture, the work of an lIranian artist who is trying to
properly learn the Khatai style and paint, or the work of a patron who invited an Iranian
painter to attend, all indicate artistic and cultural communication and exchange between
the members of this artistic institution.
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