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The short story "Dash Akol", one of the most prominent works in Sadegh Hedayat’s
collection Three Drops of Blood, portrays the cultural and social contradictions of Iranian
society during a period of transition through its vivid depiction of characters and social
atmosphere. This article examines the components of the traditions ayyari and chivalry as
represented in the story. Rooted in traditional Iranian culture, these concepts are prominently
reflected in Hedayat's works, particularly through the character of Dash Akol, as they
confront social change and identity crises. Focusing on such qualities as courage, loyalty,
and chivalry, the article analyzes how these values are represented within Iran's social,
cultural, and historical transformations and examines their role in shaping the characters'
identities and their interaction with the social and cultural structures of the modern world.
Using an analytical-descriptive approach, this study analyzes the story based on primary
texts as well as relevant books, journal articles, and academic theses.

Dash Akol not only offers a critique of the social and cultural crises of contemporary Iran,
but also portrays the complexities of individual and collective identity during the transition
from tradition to modernity through its representation of the traditions of ayyari and chivalry.
This study contributes to a better understanding of the influence of social and cultural factors
on contemporary Iranian literature.
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