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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This study analyzes the representation of women’s social image in Iranian fiction over five
Research Article decades, from 1961 to 2001 (1340-1380 in the Iranian calendar). The literary history of Iran
indicates that in works produced by male writers, women were often depicted in limited,
Article history: stereotypical ways shaped by a male perspective. With the entry of women into the field of
Received 1 October 2023 writing, the opportunity arose to create diverse and multilayered narratives of female identity
Received in revised form 13 and experience. These representations do not merely reflect women’s lived reality or
October 2025 intellectual superiority over men; rather, they constitute a set of female discourses through
Accepted 5 March 2026 which women redefine their identity and social position within literary texts.
Available online 31 August The central question of this study is how female writers represent themselves and their social
2026 status, and what discourses these representations construct. To address this question, five

significant novels—one from each decade—were selected based on their critical acclaim and
readership. Data analysis was conducted using Laclau and Mouffe’s critical discourse

Keywords: analysis to identify semantic networks and structures within the texts. The findings indicate
Fiction, discourse analysis, that female discourses in these works can be categorized into four main types: “zero
female writers, women’s discourse,” “discourse of superiority,” “protest discourse,” and “discourse of nostalgia,” each

representatio offering a distinct representation of women’s identity in the social sphere of Iran.
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