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Introduction: The rise and decline of the Second Pahlavi regime shaped the cultural field of
Iranian music, producing competing discourses around modernity, identity, and tradition.
Music became a site of struggle for expressing ideological alignments and cultural values
Purpose: This study investigates how a dominant articulation of Iranian music was
constructed during the Pahlavi era and how opposing articulations emerged, particularly
during the 1979 revolution. Using Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis approach, it
compares Golha music and revolutionary music as two contrasting articulations structured
around the central signifier of classical Iranian music.

Discussion: Golha music, promoted by state-supported elites, combined traditional Persian
music with Western theories and instrumentation, aiming to modernize while preserving
cultural authenticity. Its dependence on political stability made it vulnerable to socio-
political upheaval. In contrast, revolutionary music emerged as a grassroots counter-
articulation, using simple musical forms and nationalistic poetry to reflect the sentiments of a
mobilized society.

Results: The analysis reveals that musical discourses are highly sensitive to shifts in political
and social structures. When a discourse’s central signifier loses coherence, it opens space for
alternative articulations. Golha music gradually lost its hegemonic position, while
revolutionary music rose to cultural prominence during and after 1979.

Conclusion: This research highlights how the articulation of music within Iranian society is
contingent upon broader discursive formations shaped by power, ideology, and historical
change. The case of Golha and revolutionary music demonstrates that when dominant
articulations fail to address the shifting needs and sentiments of society, they are displaced
by more resonant and politically viable alternatives. Understanding these dynamics through
discourse analysis not only sheds light on Iran’s cultural history but also offers a framework
for analyzing similar transformations in other socio-political contexts.
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