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This study analyzes how the concept of "class" is depicted in the narrative and visual structure
of contemporary cinema, using Fredric Jameson's political unconscious and Althusserian/
Machereyan symptomatic reading as analytical tools. Focusing on three films—Leila’s
Brothers (Saeed Roustayi), No Date, No Signature (Vahid Jalilvand), and We Are Forced
(Reza Dormishian)—the study explores visibility/invisibility, presence/absence, and
contradictions within the films' narratives to reveal their political unconscious. It identifies
neoliberalism as the socio-historical framework that shapes class relations and ideological
conflicts in contemporary cinema. The study highlights the rise of the nouveau riche, the
middle class as a "victimized subject,”" and the exclusion of the working and lower classes,

which are reflected in the tensions and silences within the films' forms.
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