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Purpose: Contemporary art analysis has shifted from focusing on the artwork as a singular
object to interpreting the contexts of its production, presentation, and reception. This study
addresses a prominent trend in contemporary Iranian painting where the integration of
written language has become a key feature. While this multimodal approach often appears to
engage in critical commentary, its underlying ideological functions remain largely
unexamined. This research aims to critically analyze the relationship between multimodal
discourse—the interplay of text and image—and social practice within this artistic context.
The central question is: How does the use of language and imagery in this trend serve to
reproduce or challenge dominant social ideologies, particularly concerning cultural identity
and the global art market?

Methodology: This research employs a qualitative approach grounded in a synthesized
framework of Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Multimodal
Discourse Analysis. This hybrid methodology allows for a systematic examination of both
the formal features of artworks and their connection to institutional power. The
"Metamorphosis"” collection by diaspora artist Mahmood Sabzi (2012) was purposefully
selected as a representative case study. The analysis follows Fairclough's three-dimensional
model: (1) Description, focusing on the formal semiotic properties of textual and visual
elements; (2) Interpretation, analyzing the "discourse practice” by examining the
production and consumption of the works within their situational and intertextual contexts;
and (3) Explanation, connecting the discourse to the broader "socio-cultural practice" to
uncover its ideological effects.

Findings: The analysis revealed that the central theme of the "Metamorphosis” collection is
a constructed East/West dichotomy. At the descriptive level, this was manifested through
the juxtaposition of Western pop-culture icons (Marilyn Monroe, Coca-Cola) with traditional
Iranian-Islamic motifs (Tazhib, calligraphy). The interpretation stage demonstrated a strong
intertextual reliance on Pop Art aesthetics, creating a recognizable visual language. This
interpretation is heavily guided by institutional voices, such as the exhibition's statement,
which frames the work as an exploration of hybrid identity. However, the explanation stage
concluded that this multimodal discourse, despite its critical facade, primarily functions to
reproduce and naturalize Orientalist stereotypes. It simplifies complex cultural dynamics into
easily consumable symbols, catering to a global art market's demand for exoticism and
reinforcing essentialist notions of Iranian identity.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the specific multimodal strategies in this artistic trend
lead to the ideological simplification of complex socio-cultural issues. Instead of fostering
critical engagement, this practice results in the homogenization and solidification of cultural
clichés, ultimately serving the power structures of an art market that privileges easily legible
representations of the "other." This research highlights the necessity of a “critical linguistic
awareness" among artists and critics to resist these naturalized discursive practices and to
cultivate more authentic and artistically challenging forms of expression.
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