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Over the past two decades, Korean popular music (K-pop) has attracted a vast global fan
base through the development of social media networks. In recent years, Iranian adolescent,
in line with global musical trends, have also become familiar with K-pop and joined its
consumer and fan communities. The distinctive features of Kpop-such as diverse themes
targeting adolescents, visually appealing and engaging music videos, the integration of
group dance and exclusive online and offline idol events- have generated multiple forms of
reception among lranian teenagers. The main objective of this study is to explore how
Iranian teenagers perceive and interpret their consumption of K-pop music. To address this
question, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20 active iraninan fan accounts of
Korean pop music, and through thematic analysis, 5 overarching themes and 15 organizing
themes were identified.

The Iranian adolescent's reception of K-pop consumption can be analyzed along distinct
attitudinal and behavioral dimensions. Faced with an abundance of K-pop related media
content disseminated on social media, the Iranian adolescent develops specific perceptions
regarding core concepts such as the social world, the future, hope, ambition, and
perseverance. For some lranian teenagers, the most significant takeaways from the
experience of being a K-pop fan are the portrayal of a striving lifestyle, however temporary,
of a happy and peaceful life.In addition to attitudinal receptions, within their shared
interpretive understanding, Iranian adolescent fans consider Korean idols their most
important role models for navigating adolescence. The Iranian adolescents' perception of
the socio-cultural context and language of South Korea within the interpretive community
of K-pop fans is another prominent axis highlighted in the findings. While it may seem that
the ardent interest of Iranian fans in K-pop and Korean idols might push them toward a
strong inclination for immigration and an unconditional acceptance of Korean culture, the
majority of fans engage with the country's socio-cultural situation in a generally critical
manner. The migration of some Iranian Kpop fans to South Korea in recent years and their
representation of cultural differences on their accounts, alongside the dissemination of
critiques regarding South Korea's social situation on social networks, appears to have led to
the formation of negative conceptions about immigrating to Korea among a segment of
fans. The interpretive community of K-pop fans in Iran holds significant perceptions of
other music groups. Iranian adolescent fans describe tedious themes as one of the most
important reasons for their disinterest in Iranian popular music. While they perceive
American music as focused on themes deemed immoral and incongruous with Iranian
culture and their interests, they consider Iranian popular music to be concentrated on
themes of despair and hopelessness.Finally, adolescent fans critique the behavior and
attitudes of some other fans, distinguishing between communities of fanatic fandom and
communities of rational fandom. It appears that by differentiating between a fanatical
fandom and a normal fandom pursued for leisure, K-pop fans strive to sanitize the image of
K-pop fandom.
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