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The global rise of K-pop has blurred cultural boundaries, attracting a massive international
following. One such group, BLACKPINK, has gained immense popularity with music
videos featuring young women and a singular gender perspective. This article employs a
feminist rhetorical framework to analyze three of their most-viewed videos: "Shut Down"
(2022), "Ddu-Du Ddu-Du" (2018), and "Boombayah" (2016). By examining these videos as
cultural artifacts, we aim to investigate how the rhetor employs Identifying Strategies of
Disruption -Generating Multiple Perspectives, Cultivating Ambiguity, Reframing,
Resourcement, Enacting, Juxtaposing Incongruities-to challenge hegemonic gender norms.
Analysis of the videos' textual and visual elements revealed the use of strategies such as
Generating Multiple Perspectives , reframing, enacting as well as Juxtaposing Incongruities.
The primary themes in Boombayah, Ddu-Du Ddu-Du, and Shut Down are obsessive love,
female autonomy, and resilience and progress, respectively. Furthermore, this rhetorical
analysis of BLACKPINK's music videos succinctly demonstrates a shift in frames through
the subversion of existing gender norms and an attempt to establish new values of
femininity. Power feminism is a prominent feature of these videos, which actively challenge
the notion of victimhood. The underlying presence of leshian feminism suggests a resistance
to gender inequality, while elements of girl feminism complete the puzzle of diverse feminist
representations within these artifacts.

Furthermore, from a sociological perspective, BLACKPINK can be attributed three primary
functions: identity, economic, and political. Their music videos are imbued with power
feminism values that often clash with dominant gender norms in societies like Iran.
Traditional gender roles and values remain prevalent in Iranian families, even in those with
democratic structures, perpetuating a notion of compliant femininity.

Consequently, adolescent girls who embrace these resistant feminine values can create
tension within their families.

Moreover, the identity-forming function of these music videos and the cultivation of a
counterculture extend beyond challenging gender norms. Their anti-hegemonic nature has
the potential to challenge other dominant values as well, suggesting a capacity for collective
action. The third function, the economic role of groups like BLACKPINK, is particularly
evident in their recent music videos. By cultivating a large fanbase and serving as brand
ambassadors, these groups transform fans into consumers. In countries like Iran, access to
luxury brands requires significant financial resources, which can be challenging given the
current economic conditions. Consequently, many Iranian adolescents and young adults
experience a sense of relative deprivation. This heightened sense of deprivation can escalate
the potential for collective violence. Such potential may manifest as aggression directed
towards others or may result in feelings of frustration and social depression among young
people.
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3 Identifying Strategies of Disruption
4 Foss

5 Generating Multiple Perspectives
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4 Enacting
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1 BOOMBAYAH

2 Today,I’m going to let it all go

3 1 don’t want a boy, I need a man

4 I’m head over heels,] wanna dance with you
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2 I may look sweet,But I don’t act like it

3 I can’t act nice like other people, Don’t be mistaken,I only smile easily for myself
4 You’ve fallen for me,I’m foxy
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11 do it however I want because I’m a bad girl whether you like me or hate me or whatever anyone says
2 I don’t care what people think
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1 It’s not a comeback since we’ve never left,Heada turn,careful,you might break your neck
2 Praying for my downfall,many have tried,baby
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